
As I write this newsletter I am sitting in my office looking out the 
window on a rainy morning.  Interestingly, I see mostly green – trees, 
grass, and plants.  I’m used to seeing a lot of reds, browns, and black – 
houses, roads, and buildings.   

Our flights back to Alotau went very well (read more about our trip 
back).  We are over jet lag and trying to get back into the rhythms of 
life and ministry.   

One of my primary tasks at this point is to prayerfully consider my main 
ministry areas of focus.  As the church here grows and situations change, 
my roles evolve.  This next year will be unique because all three families 
will be working in Alotau simultaneously.  Because of furloughs one 
family is often going while another is coming.  As a result, the ministry 
needs are always changing.  Please pray that God will help give me 
direction so that I know where to be focusing my time and energy. 

Our family had a warm welcome back to the town church on Sunday.  
The church family had a potluck to welcome our family along with 
Loopie and Baylee Williams.  It was a wonderful blessing to be reunited 
with so many good friends.  There was of course some good news of 
success and victory along with news of sin and disappointment.  My 
initial focus will be reestablishing contact with church members to 
identify the current needs of the church in and around Alotau. 

Adjusting Back to Life in PNG 

Because we have internet at home now we hope to be able to 
update our blog more frequently.  The blog is the place to visit 
when you want frequent updates, lots of pictures, and a balance 
between ministry and family life events.  The blog is our primary 

venue for keeping people up to date on our family happenings.   
If you visit the site you can enter your email address to receive 
updates any time we post a new article.   
Here is a sample of some of the topics we have posted about over 
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Here I am! I stand at 
the door and knock. If 
anyone hears my voice 
and opens the door, I 
will come in and eat 

with him, and he with 
me. (Revelation 3:20 

NIV) 
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While traveling on furlough we had the opportunity to spend anywhere 
from a few hours to a few days with many of you.   
We spent the month of August with our supporting church, the Church 
of Christ in Champions, in Houston, TX.   
 
Champions is the congregation where I did my first ministry internship.  
A couple years later I moved there to work as the youth minister.  As I 
was reflecting on things when I was in Houston I realized that I now 
have a ten year association with the congregation.     
 
Over the years some familiar faces have moved away and others 
remain.  There are a lot of new faces and we really enjoyed meeting so 
many new folks.  
 
One of the defining characteristics of the church family at Champions is 
hospitality.  Once again we enjoyed ample amounts of both food and 
fellowship.   
 
I especially want to thank those who are working closely with the 
missions committee.  There is a lot of work involved in overseeing a 
missionary work.  There are many individuals, deacons, and elders who 
form an important support and guidance system for us.  Thank you! 
 
During our time in Houston I had plenty of opportunities to teach,       
preach, and visit with the members.  It was a wonderful time of 
fellowship.   

.Traveling Light? Perhaps Not! 

 

I am not ashamed of 
the gospel, because it 
is the power of God 
for the salvation of 

everyone who believes: 
first for the Jew, 

then for the Gentile. 
For in the gospel a 
righteousness from 
God is revealed, a 

righteousness that is 
by faith from first to 

last, just as it is 
written: “The 

righteous will live by 
faith.”  

(Romans 1:16-17 NIV) 
 

August In Houston, TX 
By Craig 

 

July in Wyoming, Nebraska, and Colorado 
By Craig 

Through the month of July we stayed with Jeri’s parents in 
Cheyenne, Wyoming.  During our time in the area Craig was able to 
make presentations in Cheyenne, Lander (Wyoming), Beatrice 
(Nebraska), and Colorado Springs (Colorado).  

 
We also had a wonderful visit with Jeri’s family.  Family time is one 
of the highlights of furlough!  We got to see a niece we had never 
seen before as well as some others who are now much bigger than 
we had remembered. 
 
For the first time in over nine years of marriage we were in 
Cheyenne during the Frontier Days Rodeo, but unfortunately our 
family passed around some sickness that week so all we were able 
to do was watch a parade at the end of the event. 
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It doesn’t seem possible that two months have already passed since our 
last newsletter.  It’s been a whirlwind of traveling and visiting lots of 
people.  We really enjoyed being with my family in the month of July. We 
are thankful for the concentrated times we had with everyone through the 
month.  It’s always fun to relive old memories and make new ones too. We 
had some big milestones in July: Hannah turned 4, Caleb turned 2, and 
Elizabeth visited America for the first time.  During our first week in the 
States, when we were driving Hannah said, “We need to teach Elizabeth 
about this place.  She doesn’t know about it because she’s Canadian.”  It’s 
so fun to have an international family!   

Our time in Houston in August was a blessing.  The church there was very 
gracious and encouraging.  Craig joked many times that he gained his 
“furlough 15”.  We really did eat lots of wonderful food.  I guess we were 
enjoying all of the things we miss while we’re in PNG.   

Traveling with 3 young kids is a wonderful, yet tiring experience.  They all 
did a great job, but I was very ready to be on the ground when our final 
plane landed.  There’s no place like home. 

Money Help For Christians 

By Craig 

While on furlough I had a lot of positive encouragement regarding my 
blogging efforts.  In my spare time I am writing daily articles on personal 
finances.  On Wednesday and Sunday I write on issues specifically related 
to money and the Bible.   

If you haven’t yet visited my site it is www.moneyhelpforchristians.com 

 

 the last couple of months … 

 How Technology Made Me a Happy Man – find out about the 
technological advances that welcomed us back to PNG  

 Our Journey Back to PNG share the details of our trip back to 

PNG.  

 Furlough Comes to An End – Jeri shares six lessons we learned 
on furlough. 

 Waiting on Elizabeth’s Entry  Permit – Our teammates give an 
example of the frustrations of processing government 

documents.  

 Family Time in Houston – Jeri has updated pictures and stories 
from our time in Houston.  

 Furlough Update – birthdays, family pictures, and travel events. 

 The Wild, Wild West – Jeri talks about life in Cheyenne.  

 

 

 Ford Family of Five 

Family Perspective 
By Jeri 

PNG Fords Blog  from page 1 

For though I am 
absent from you in 
body , I am present 

with you in spirit and 
delight to see how 
orderly you are and 

how firm your faith in 
Christ is. (Colossians 

2:5 NIV) 
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Food and Drink  

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, for they will be filled. 
(Matthew 5:6 NIV) 

 
Jesus takes our physical need for things like food 
and water and applies spiritual lessons. 

In John 4 a woman stumbles upon Jesus resting.  
Not surprisingly, they begin to talk about water 
and drink.  Jesus describes a type of water that 
can fully satisfy – a spring of water welling up to 
eternal life.  Jesus is the source of that life 
giving water. 

Later in a discussion with the disciples Jesus 
talks with the disciples about food.  He talks 
about a food source and the disciples wonder 
who is sneaking food to Jesus.  My food, Jesus 
says, is to do the will of the one who sent me. 

What are you hungry for?  For what do you 
thirst? M y prayer is that we can thirst for living 
water and hunger to do the will of God.  

Craig, Jeri, Hannah, Caleb, and 
Elizabeth Ford  
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Devotional  
By Craig 


